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daring 1953 prirarily because »f the withdrawal of the b@rlger gorps Pegme [
the Uoviet Jone of Gepmany arvi Zrensfer toan undetérninéd “Pocdtion '
serewherd te the ‘»'aartn -
At present, the 'l‘wentyw&mrth Alr Arry conaists ofs
1 headquarters of the 24th Air Army.
2 fighter corpe with & fighter divisions and 18 fighter regiments,
1 sround attack corps with 2 ground attack divisions and 6 ground
sttack regivents,
1 dndepsndent Fighter reginment
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1 reconnaigsance regivent egquipred with 11410s
2 air transport regirents
1 independent air bransport unit of the GOFG
1 towstarget wnit
3 alr technical divisions, referred to as ATDs, with 2% air
technical battalions, referred to as CATBs
training units
supply depote and repair units
Dierosition of &ixr Units
The air units and headquerters of the Ywenty-Fourth Alr fyoy ars located
as follows.
flote: The of the pertinent CATEs are indlicated. 25X1
Location
Werder
Wittstock
Fuetnits
1 For Regt Fustbnivs 25X1
L ftr Repgt Tuetnilz; in Neulrandentugg from
early Cetober 1953 to early January 19354
1 Pir Regt Farehing assigned as training regirent
L or the VFL in Cottbus rrior to
20 July 1953
in ¥elzow up to late Aupust,
and in Poetnitz up to sarly January 1954.
Fer Div Hg laerz
2 Tr Regis Laersz 25X1.
1 Fir Regt Hbtstock
¥er Div Hg Finow
2 Ttr Regls Tinow
1 Ptr Regt Neuruprin
Hg Southern Ftr Corvs Wittenberg
T4y Div Hg Zerbst
1 Ptr Regt Zerbst
1 Ptr Regh Jueterbor Altes Lager;
in Prandenburg-Friest prior to
28 tay 1953
1 Pitr Rept Justerbog Altes lager;
in Zerbst prior to 6 Aurust 1953
' 25X1
P4r Div Hg erseburs
1 Ftr Regt Koathen
1 Ftr Regt Yerseburg
1 Fir Regt Altenburg ,
1 slert unit Erfurt~-Pindersleben : 25X1
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the regiment transferred from Schoenefsld to Alt lLoennewltsz
in early August 1953;and in mid-Jonusry 1954 frow Alt
ioennewitz to heubranﬁenburg.

the regimen

22 April 1 GA Regt from Justarbog Altes Lager to Reinsdorf; 25X1
' ) T

ansferred to Minsterwslde on 5 August.

SECREL/CONTROL - U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2009/05/07 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003700030002-6

4
SHCRET/CONTROL = {J’,So OFFICIALS CHNLY
! 25X1
-
Fer Div Hyg : Grossenhain
: 25X1
2 Ftr Regts Groassenhain )
1 Fir Regt Brand; in A1t Loennewidz prior
- to 4 August 1953
1 Independent Fir Regh
Welzow: in Koethen prior %o
15 August 1953
GA Corps Hg - Finsterwalde; in Falkensee
prior to early August 1953
G4 Div Hg Frandenburg
1 G& Regt Erandenburgaﬁriéat;
in Dosberitz prior to 30 March 1953
1 GA Regt - Brandenborg-iArado
1 GA Regt Stendal
GA Div Hq Alt loennewitz 25X1
1 GA Regt Alt Loennswitz
1 CA Regt Brandis
1 GA Regt Finsterwalde; in Jueteybog pricpto
22 April 1933» in Reinsdorf betueen
22 April snd 5 August 1953
1 Ren Regt {2) 8tendal
1 Trans Regt Keubrandenburg; in Trandis prior to late
January 1953; in Schoenefeld between late
Febpvary and July 1953: and in Al%
Icennewitz up to mid~Januvary 1954.
1 Trans Regt Schoenefeld; in Stasken prior to
10 Augusth 1953
1 Independent Trans Unit
] ] Sehoenefeold/Rangsdors - 25X1
1 tow-target unit Jueterbog Altes Lager apd Fuetnits; 25X1.
in Schoenwalde rrior to 11 May 1953
3. lVovements Effected in 1953
The following transfers were effected by ailr unite and their air technical
battalions during 1953:
Date ' Hoverents
25X1
6 Januvary 1 GA Regt from Doeberitz to Alt loennewitz :
BG/BI;anuary 1 Trans Regt from Brandis to Schoenefeld; 25X1
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11 Yay 1 target-tow unit left Schoenwelde Airfield:
since 11 May, elements of the unit have possibly been
stationed in Fuetnitz snd Jueterbog Altes Lager for
uge at the Wustrdw and Justerhog

© AA firing ranges.

1/ Yay 1 Ptr Regt ‘ ‘.t‘x'om Neubrandenburg - to Fuetnitz; the
regiment retransferred to Neubrandenburg at the beginning
of Getober 1953, and beck to Fuetnitz in mid-January 1954.

8 Vay 1 Ftr Regt from Frendenburg-~Briest to Justerbog
Altes lager
30 May : 1 GA legt from Dosberitz to Brandenbm'g%@
: Briegt. : '
Farly June 1 Fir Regt from Fuetnitz to Fsenemuende in order

to perticipste in exercises up to 20 June 19%3.

2/, June to 9 July the 6 lomber regiments from Werneuchen, Frand,
Finsterwalde and Welzow airfields, each equippred with
11-28s, and the reconnmaissance regluent from Jueterbeg,
also equipped with I1-28s, transferred to the east to
an undetermined locstion, ) ’ -

20 July the Soviet tralning regiment for the VFL from
Cottbus to Welzow; ths regiment retransferred from Welzow
to Puetnitz at the end of August 1953, and to Farchim
in mideJanuary 1954.

4 August 1 Ftr Regt from Alt Loennewitz to Brand

6 to 10 August 1 Fir Regt from Zerbst to Justerbog Altes Lager

10 August 1 Trans Regtz from Staaken to Schoenefeld

15 August 1 Independent Fir Regtl from Koethen to Welzow

10/15 Fovember Adr Technlcal School of the Twenty-Fourth Alr Army
from Strausberg to Doeberitsz

For temporary transfers of component unlits of the Twenby-Fourth Alr Army,

during & 5 o 15 October
1953,
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4. Fighter Units

The fighter reriments of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army whieh have been
equipped with 1iG~15¢ for the past 2 or 3 years had by the end of 1952,
already reached a high degree of combatb efficlency, further improved
their effectiveness during 1953. Training continued without interruption
as only a small portion of the older pilots had been replaced by young
pilots at the end of 1952. Fighter units stressed formation flying,
gunnery practice, and stesp diving as a preparetory exercise for bombing.
During 1952, propeller-driven aircraft had been used for towing sleeve
targets, while, in 1953, MiG-15s were used. Thus, the attack and gunnery
practices were conducted under conditions which bore a much cléser
resamblance to nodern combat ¢onditions. They also improved the firing
efficiency of fighter pilots. The scope of diving exercises also incressed
after the beginning of 1953, with diving attacks being made from altitudes
of between 2,000 and 5,000 neters at an angle of 50 %o 60 degrees. The
lowest eltitude from which alreraft were observed pulling out of their

di bout 300 meters. At the end of July 1953, 25X1

observed bowbs actually being drorped from [iG-15s over the 2OX1

Kurmersdorf training field. These observations tend to prove that the

release of bombs from MiC-15s is therefore possible and even planned.

HiG-15s were repeatedly observed making practice attacks on tank duwuides,

This would indicate that fighter units are gradvally being familiarized

with the specific missions of grouhd attack aireraft, The progressive use

of the MiG-15 as a fighter bomber will make 1t possible eventually to

deactivate units equipped with the obsolete I1-10s as combat units. During

night £lying sctivily, nmuch stress was also laid on firing at airborne

targets towed by MiG-15s and illuminated by ground sesrchlights. Further-

more, this training alse included long-range night flights to other airfields

and formation flying by up %o 12 elrveraft. Hight £lying was particularly intensive
between May and August, sbove all by the fighter reginents of the divisions in
Grossenhain and Finow, However, it must be taken into consideration that

the airfields of these regiments were covered more frequently 25X1
“Firing st towed sleeve targets was observed at almost all other fighter

airfields, Therefors, it cannot be stated whether or not some fighter

units were specially trained as night fighter units. As in 1952, the

Tighter unils partieipated in joint ewpreises with army wnits during the

fall of 1943, Vo new information on the employment of fighter aireraft

could be obtained. As previously, the fighter aircraft were primarily

assigned to escort missions for ground attack s
space over the batile field to enemy aircrafi. 25X1
Yhe ¥1G-15 unlt in Welzow, which had been stationed in 25X1

Kosthen prior to mid-fugust, plays a spscial role among the units equipped

with }NiG=15s8. It ie spparently not assigned to a fighter division but is

directly subordinate to Hqe Twenty-Fourth Alr Army. It is therefore -
believed that this regiment is charged with speeial missions, possibly
reconnaissance missions. However, it may also be a speeial fighter unit or
experimental unit, This regiment participated in the fall mansuvers in

Thuringis, but operated independent of division headquarters.

5o Strength of Fighter Units.
The number of ViG-l5s assigned to the individual fighter regiments can

only be estimated. Because of security measures taken at airfields,
] 25X1
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\ | Moreowver, e portion of the aircraft are usually 25X1
parked in hahgars. The aireraft stiength must then be estimated from the

average munber of aircraft observed oulside of the hangars and from the
. nmuberq observed on aircraft 8t the individual airflelds since 1 Oatober

1952

Airfields | : Number of }ViG~158 or Total Afrcraft Numbers

Regiments UmtdiGels s Ubserved

Altenburg 1 R 16

Ferseburg 1 33 58

Koethen i 22 75
frfurt-Eindereleben alert unit 4 : 3

Zerbst 1 23 34

Justerbog Altes lager 2 24 : 47

Crossenhein 2 60 70

Brand 1 28 W

Finow 2 56 53

Keuruppin 1 26 39

laerz 2 56 40

Wittstock 1 27 47
Neubrandenbutrg 1 7 24,

Fuetnitz 2 FAA - 22

Velzow 1 - 11

19

L2 579

With regard to the mmbers of aircraft reportedly observed parked at the
airfields, 1t must be stated that the transfer of fighter units after the
ulthdraual of the bomber regiments wers taken into account, while the
tabulation of numbers observed onh aireraft lists all numbers which were
observed sihce 1 October 1952. Thus, thé total of 75 aircraft mmbers rsported
from Keethen airfield includes numbers from ‘the vegiment which 1s now stationed
at Welzmow airfield. The amount of 58 aircraft mumbers preporied from VMerseburg
airfleld probably includes numbers from the Altenburg regiment which was
temporarily statloned in Verseburg. There is also the possibility that,

because of temporary transfers during maneuvers or cross—country flights,
alreraft nurbers were not always determined at thelr howe fields. The large
nuiber of aireroft in Koethen and the fmet that alreraft numbers from other
fields have repeatedly been observed there tends to indicate that speelsal
repairs or fittings were performed in Keethen. It is possible that some
aircraft numbers were misidentified, but this percentegd will be very low

in view of repeated checks which are made. From the total of 579 aircraflt
nunbers, 332 were identified more than oncs at the indivlidusl airfields.

The survey indicates that there was an average of 206 to 28 MiG-15s sach
stationed at Heuwruppin, Tinow, aund Grossenhain airfields which sre generally
well covered | | Since Uetober 1953, 48 or more aircraft were 25X1
observed at Merseburg sirfield. This large nimber of aireraft at Morgeburg
airfield exceeds the average airsraft stremgth which 1s normally cbserved. aw

an airfield. Teking into account, an assumed greater aircraft strengih of

the fighter division in Merseburg nnd thersfore, deducting about 3 U-1G~-158 per
reginent, the alrcrsfd sirength of the Twcntwaou¢t Ay Aremy adds up to
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460 to 500 ¥iG-15s and about 60 U-MiC-15s. A comparison of these nunbers
with the assured alrcraft strength on 1 Varch 1953 indicates that tne
nurber of aircraft wes increased by sbout 60.

. This increase is confirmed by the arrival at Cottbus
‘of G0 to 100 ¥iG-15s between 1 and 21 April 1953. These newly arrived
aireraflt were privarily scheduled to be assigned %o the VFL. Howsver, after
the Juns disturbances, the equipping of the VFPL with MiG-158 wae abandoned
and the airoraft were assigned te the Soviet instruction regiment attached
to the VFL and other Tighter regiments of the Twenty-Fowrth Alr Army.

6. Bomber Units

The combat strength of the Twenty-Fourth Alr Army was considerably decreased
by the withdrawal, between 24 June and ¢ July 1953, of the bomber corps which
consisted of 6 light homber regiments and 1 reconnalssance regiment with a
total of about 130 I1-28 and Uil-23 airerafi. It is not belleved that the
bonber units will return to Fast Cermany during the early months of 1954 as
the airfields at Brand, Finsterwalde, Welzow and Jueterbog have meanwhile
been octupied by fighter and ground attesck units. lMoréover, the hesdguarters
of the ground atiack corps moved from Falkensee to Finsterwslde and Las been
quartered in the former billeting urea of the bomber corps headquerters. The
fact, however, thab Werneuchen airfield has not besn re-occupied and Ghal
aviation fuel fs still being shipped there indicates that; the airfield is being
kept unoccupied in view of a possible return of the borbetr units, if
proveanecessary. 1% ie unknown for what reason the boriter units wvere vrithdrawn
or to which area they were transferred. The reasons for the x-xithdra.wal could
be of a politleal, technical or tactical nature.
The observation of terget reflsctors on the Gadow-Hosacw and }(umex*sdorf bomber
ranges and the observation of bombing practices at night and through closed
clovd beses indicate that at least some light Soviet bomber units were equipped
with & bomb sight for blind bombing and that the erews have already been
trained with this set. 411 thls must be taken into acoount in ar estimate of
the corbat performance of the Soviet bomber units which, by the beginning of
953, had shown an advanced status of {light training,

7. Ground Attack Units

The six ground attack units equipped with I1-10s have had saveral yearse of
training in. formation flying, both night and day tombing, firing with
aircraft weapons, use of rooket projectiles, and repeatedly carrying out
joint exercises with Soviet Army units, Their status of training and combat
efficliency rust, therefore, be considered excelleht. It is unknown whether
the propelier-driven 11«10 wkich is rather slow in comparison with jet
fighters would still be an effective weapon in case of war. The fact
that I1-1Cs can take off and land even ab auxiliary ailrfields, wili probably
not compensate for their inferiority to modern fighters. The trelining of
fighter pilots for fighter bomber missions, as brought out in paragraph four
in this report, may Indieate that the conventlonal I1-10s are scheduled to
be replaced by jet fighter bombers. Thie assumption is suprorted by the dow
decrease in the aircraft strensth of the ground attack regiments during 1853,
According to information awailable, the following numbers of Il-10s are
gtationed at the individual airfields:

SECRET/CONTROL - U.8, OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2009/05/07 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003700030002-6



2.

Alr

Approved For Release 2009/05/07 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003700030002-6

b

Ly

\.

SKCRET/CONTROL - U.S, CFFICIALS ONLY

Alrfield Number of I1-10s Total Aircraft
Repirents . HNurbers Obseryed

Brandenburg-Arado 1 ’ 40 46
YBrandenburg-Eriest 1 50 56
Stendal 1 145 17
Alt-Loennewitz 1 48 38
frandis 1 36. 30
Pinstervwalde 1 38 40

6 257 227

At the beginning of 1953, the ground atiack regiments were equipped with an
average of 50 to 55 aircraft each, while, at present, there are cmly about
45 aircraft assigned to each regiment

The air reccnnaissance regiment eguirped with I1-10s. whichgin addition to
a pround a ttack regiment, is also stationed at Stendal alrfield still is of
minor Importence. This unit probably is primarily assigned to artillery
missions,

Transport Units

The two ailr transrort. regimeats of the Twenty~Fourih Adr Army stationed in
Heubrandenburg (in Alt loennewitz prior to 15 January 1954) and Schoenefeld
have varlous mlssions. The regiwent in Neulwandenburg 1s sguirped with about
30 Li=2s. In 1953, this unit conducted individual flighte both during the
day and night, formation flylng with up to 22 ajrcraft and for parschute
training. The reginent slso conducted transport misslons betwesn Prandis and
triurt- Bindersleben airfislds during the pericd ¢ June and 15 July 1953.
These transrort nissions vere held with army units and alsc involved an air
transport unit from outside of East Germany equipped with atout 20 Li-2s,

6 I1~12s and 6 cargo gliders. The air transport regiment from Neubrandenburg
is believed to be employed within the framevork of missions assigned the
Tuenty-T'ourth Adr Army.

The mixed air transport regiment in Schoerefeld which, pricr to mid-August
1953, had been stationed in Staaken, is charged with courler flights for
”qs Twenty-Fourth Alr Army in Werder. It is equippsd with sbout 8 Li-2s,

4 Yak~14s, and several Po~-2s. Li=2z of this regiment have teen observed
Ivaking intermediete landings at alrost all airflelds in East Germany cccumad
by wnits of the Twenty-Fourth Alr Avmy.

A few single-engine aircraft at Werder airfield, headquarters of the Twentyw
Fourth Alr Army, probably are also aessigned to the transport regiment in
Uchoenefeld. Air activity at Werder airfield was generally limited to the
landing and teke-off of one Li-2 each in the vorning, arcund moon, and again
in the late afterncon. The airvers{t involved usually rerained st the field
for about 30 minutes. It is believed that the alreraft bteleng to the repgiment
in Schoenefsld. ATter the June disturbance, the regirent from Stasken was
transferred to Schoenefeld, rrobably because Staaken airfield is located too
close to the Western sector of Berlin.
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Schoenefeld airfield is further occupied by an alr transrort unit which

1s equirped with 7 to 10 Li-2s and some Po-2s. The aireraft of this unit

have red and blue mumbers which is contrary to the air Lransrort regiments

of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army The Li~2e ' 25X1
of this unit take off and land at regular intervals. On the basis of this
information and other observatinns, it is assumec that the unii is a high=-
level courier squadron and/or possibly a non~nilitary unit which raintains
air courier-service with the USSR. A sirilar unit which possibly conducts
couriler flights for the GOFG is apparently stationed at Rangsdorf airfield.

It has not been determined whether there is conncetion baetween the two units
at Schoenefeld and Rangsdorf airfields or not. Schoenefsld alrfield is also
used by civilisn aircraft of the Aeroflot Airlires and e¢ivilien airlines of
the Satellite countries. Since rid-Vay 1953, five Il~12s have besn observed

at Heutrandenburg airfidd; these aireraft were teen for the first time 1in

East Gerrany, nawely at Staaken airfield, on 20 April 1953, The assignrient

or nissions of this special unit have not been deterr-ined. Previous observations
indicate that the aircraft are not supleyed for target towing or for
paratroop training. Furtherrore, no loading or unloading operations with these
aireraft were observed. Sorme rlanes of this unit took cff at irregular inter-
vals, either at 6 a.n. or around noon, and roturned after 3 or 4 hours. It
arpears rossible that the uwnit is a squadron charged with weather reconnzissance
or other special missions. The aircraft of this unit have not been observed in
Neubrandenburg since late October 1953 or is their present -location known.

The tow-target unit at Schoenwalde airfield was squipped with 12 Tu-2s and

5 Po~2s in March 1953. The number of aircraft decrensed during April and,
since mid-May, no aircraft have been stationed theve. Also the pertaining
ground personnel have left. Since April, between 4 and & twin-engine aircraft
with double rudder assemblies and some Po-23 have been observed at Jueterbog
Altes Lager alrfield; the aireraft are used as towing planes for firing
exercises with live ammunition by AA units north of the Jueterbog Altes Lager
airfield. Twin-engine alrcraft were observed also at Fuetnitz alrfield; they
vere probably employed for target representation over the wastrouw AA targev
range. it is possible that the aircraft at the two airfields belong 44 the
tow-~target unit formerly stationed at Schoenwalde airfield.

Each of the airfields in the vieinity of & Soviet Army headquarters post is
also oceuried by about 3 Po-28 sarving as liaison aircraft, This was definitely
deterrined during 1953, at Iresden~Klotzsche, Jueterbog-Damm and Finow-North
alrfields. Sueh liaisor aircraft had formerly been stationed at Magdeburg-
South, Yeirar-West, Rathenow, and Altengrabow 2irfislds. The latter two fields
are now uged by the IV irty Corps.

9. Trainirg Units

The fighter regiments are all equipped with 3 U-¥iG~158, 3 Yak-lls, amd 3

Fo-2g each. These trainers are rrobably used for the further training of

newly arrived pilots and special treining purposes, such as preparatory flights
for Instrument flying, bad weather flying etc. Therefore, it i: sesumed that
new pllota, after attending primary flying schools, are assigned to operstional
units for advanced training. The fighter division in Finow is further equirped
with additional single-engine trainers. For a long period, 8 to 12 Yak-lls
and 5 Yak-lls have been observed with the unit in Finow and Neuruppin
respectively.

SECRET/CONTRCL - U.%, CFFICIAIS ONLY

Approved For Release 2009/05/07 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003700030002-6



Approved For Release 2009/05/07 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003700030002-6

SECRIT/CONTROL « U.S. OFFIGIAIS ONLY

25X1
- 10 -

Soviet soldiers vho are to be sgsipned to technical pround units of the

Twenty-Fourth Alr Army probably receive military and techmical basice

training at an air technical school, | | This school 25X1
was located at Strausberg alrfield prior to early Noverber 1953 and wag

trensferred to Doeberits in midwNovember., According to informetion available,

new recruits arrive at the school every fall. Fersomnel strength of uhe

school is estinated at 1,200 to 1,500 men.

Technieal personnel, including officers, recelve advanced iraining in S -
Justerbog Altes Lager, probably at the Repair Shop,/ | The training 25X1
courses usually have an average of 50 officers and 120 ENM ia attendance, i
Six-week courses for field grade engineers are allegedly held at Werder

alrfield.

A school for delvers of the Twenty=fourth Alr Army is located in the area

of the officers candidate school (Kriegsschule) of the former German Alr
TForee in Dresden-Xlotzsche. The personnel strength of the school toials

about 350 officers and B, and students probably receive one year of training.
It 1s believed that a motor vshicle distribution point of the Twenty-Fourth
Alr Army is also located in Dresden-Klotzeche, and is bore out by the fact
that most of the motor vehicles wvhich, during the 1952 exchange program,
arrived in Iast Gerrany for the Soviet Air Force were shipped to Dresden-
Klotzsche. Moreover, individual motor vehicles of the units of the Twenty-
Fourth Alr Army wers continuously observed noving toward Dresden~Klotzsche.

1¢. Hadar Network in East Cermany.

Efforts to ralse the fighting efficiency of fighter units were alsoc paralleled
by the inprovement of the nestwork of rader stations. The establishment of the
radar network was started in 1949 and by the end of 1950, a Dumbo-~type radar
set existed at each airfield occupled by a fighter division headquarters.

In the spring of 1951, additional radar stations consisting of Dumbo-type
zets vere esiablished along the western voundary of the Soviet Zone, with
stations being at Plauen, Gotha, Juedlinburg, and Gardelegen. For the first
tine in April 1952, Knifarest-type radar sets were observed and, shortly
aftervard, Fishnet~type radar sets were ascigned to these radar stations.
During the course of 1952, all radar staiions assigned to fighter divieion
headquarters and existing in the radar belt along the zonal boundary were
equlpped with three radsr sets each, i.e. 1 Dumbo-type set, 1 Fishnet-type
set, and 1 kKniferest-type set. At the end of September 1952, a Token-type

sot was observed at the Gardelegen radar station for the first time. During
1953, the Dunbo-typs sets were gradually roplaced by Token-type sats. The
following is a list of radar seis observed at the indivi&ual rader stations:

incation Radar Sets

Rehberg-Ort on Ruegen Islan 1 Token=type set, 1 Kniferest-typr wet

Drenske : 2 Fepmatlio " %

Wlsmar 1 Eniferest-type set

Hagenow 1 Token- won, 1w " "
1 Pishnet -~ ©» ®

Gardelegen 1 Token- woRm 1] 0 w "
1 FPishnet -~ ¢ # i

Grossberndten 1 Token~ o, 31 n t "

1 Fighnet - ® "
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Gotha
Flauen
Wittenterg

Alrfield
“Httstock

Fuetnits

laerz
Pinow

Zerbet

Ferseburg
Grosgcenhain

Yeubrandenburg

Neuruppin

Jueterbog, altes Lager

Koethen
Altenburg

frfurt-Binderslaben

Frand

The 11st indleates that the luprovement of the radar network made considerable
vrogress in 1953, Irler to the spring of 1952, the radar network was probably
rainly charged with eontrol missions because of its equirment with Dunbo-type
sete, vhils, in the course of 1952/1953, the radar network was obvinusly
improved with a view to establieghing an efficient control of fighter units.
The information on the growing efficiency of {ighter units as obtained from
the contlnuous observation of air activity is supplemented by the data on the
iryroverent of the radar network. 4ll this Information indicates that a well
organized and powerful air defense system now existe in East Germany. The
existence of radar stations, cach consisiting of 1 Token~type set, 1 Kniferest-
type set, and 1 Fishnet-type set st airfields occupied by fighter division
headquarters indicates that fighter aircraft at these airfields are employed
and diregted within the fyarework of training activity, by the corps or
division headquarters. On the other hand, the radar sets st other airfields
are probably charged with alr observation missions. They cooperate with the
Tighter regiments stationed there and give navigational and homing alds to
fighter aireraft. It is believed that the Soviet Zone of Germany is part
of a large alr defensc area to which are aseigned, in addition to the
Twenty-Fourth Alr Arny, the Fourth Air Army and the Fifty-Ninth Adr Ay,

as well as the satellite fighter units. of Poland, Hungsry and Czechoslovakis.

The following supply depots of the Tuenty-Fourth Air Arny are known
to exlst in Bast Germany:

a, Supply depots for aviation fuel

Central fuel derot in Velten  with & capacity of about
20,000 cuble neters:
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1 Token=type set.
" , 1 Fniferest-tyre set

l " 1]
2 Dumbo

(rresumably alse 1 Teken-type set
1 ¥niferest-tyre eet, 1 Mishnet ¥

1 Token~tyve set, 2

Supply Systen in the Twenty-Fourth Alr Army

ALS ONIY

1%
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kulferest-tyre set,

‘2 Flehnet * ™
1 Token-type set, 1 Fishnet-type set.
1 ¥niferest-tyre set
i wooon, 1 Pishnet-" *
1 Token-type set, 1 Knifersst-type set,
1 Fishnet-type set
1 Token-type set, 1 " L
1 Fishnet=type set
1 Token-type set, 1 " w0
1 TC’an"’ " " ’ 1 1] [ L
1 ¥niferest-tyre cet, 1 Fishnet-type set
1 " 7 seh, 1 " [
1 L] ® " . l ”» f
1 " [ ” M 1 o o
7 .
1 Kniferest v v , 1 " "
1 " it L} » l 1] "

25X1

25X1
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. Fusl depot in Aken with & capacity ol about 13,000 cuble meters;
Fuel depot in Eberswalde/Elsenspallere: with & capacity of

about 7,000 eubic meters:

Fuel depot in Riesa‘ with a capacity of about 11,000
cuble metars. :

The three latter depots are assigned to corps headquarters; the Aken
devot supplies the reginments of the Southern Fir Corps; the depot in
Eberswalde/Eisenspaltorel supplies the regiments of the Northern Fir
Corps; and the Riesa depot formerly supplied the regiments of the bombar
corps prior to their trensfer. The central fuel depot in Velten formerly
supplied 8ll regiments of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army prior to the
establisbment of the corps depots. At present, the Velten depot only
suprlies the ground attack regiments, the dir reconnaissance and alr
transport units, as well as test stands, workshops ete. The corps depots
and the depot in Velten receive fuel directly from the manufecturing
plants at Boehlen, Leuna and Schwarzhelde.

b. Airceraft equipment is supplied by:

the nain ordumnce depot in Htrausberg
the Fllerholz ordnance depot

the Juetertog Altes Lager ordnance depot
the Doeberits ordnance derot in the former ar
park

The depots at Ellerholz and Jueterbog respectively prebably aupply the
Northern and Southern Fir Corps and the Dosberitz derot supplies the
ground attack corpe. The former depot of the bomber corps had been
stationed in Cottbus or Finsterualde.E::::::::::}prior to the transfer
of the bomber unibs.

ery equipment

¢. Alrfrsnes andl sireraft engines are repaired by the repair shop a%
Toeberity alrfield

the Justerbog Altes Lager repair sho
the Rangsdorf repsir shop
The repair shops (ARB) in Doeberitz an Jneterbog Altes lager ave

nrimgrily charged with repair work on jet enginez, while the Rangederf
repair shop conduets repair work on piston englnes and conventional
aireraft. The arrival in Rangadorf of alrcraft scrap vas ropeatedly
observed. Because of the close connection between the repair shop in
Doeberitz and the ordnance depot in Ellerholz it is belisved that the

 Doeberitz shop works for the Northern Fir Corps, while the Jueterbog
Altes lager shop works for the Southern Fir Corps. The Rangsdorf shop
repairs the conventionsl airoraft of all units. A repair shop for radio
sets and radioc trucks is located at Jueterbog~Darm airfield.

4. No detalled information on the organization of the ammunition supply
of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army has thus far been received. According o
available informstion, four srmmition depots of the alr force are
located 1in East Germany:

Central ammunition depot in Buckeu/Pramsdorf
Ammunition depot in Finou/Biesenthal
Amrmunition depot in Jueterbog

Ammunition depot in Dsllgow/Dosberits

SECRET/CONTROL ~ U.8. OPFICIAIS ONLY
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It appears possible thut the suprly of ammunition is effected in the
sane vay as the supply of fuel, rations and clothing, i.e. that one
such devot 1s assigned to each corps.

2. The following ration suprly depots are known to exis
Contral ration supply depot in Jueterbog/iltes lager
Ration suponly depot of Sfouthern Fir Corps in Xoethen
Fation supply depot of Northern Fir Corps in Wittstock
Ration supply depot of ground attack corps in Dallgow/Docbteritz
The central ration supply depot in Jueterbog 1e supplied by the GCFG
depots in Satszkorn and Frankfurt/Oder and direct from the producers.

The corps depots are nostly supplied by the Juetertog depot and, to a
srall degree, directly by the GOFG depnts and the producers. The air

force units also have direct connection with the GOPG depots and the
%o&uce\rs. The supply depot of the komber corps is located in Finsterwalde

et Germany:

25X1

25X1

s ]
s

4 central derot for elothing and equiyment is also located in Jueterbog-

Altes lager | | It is mainly supplied by the GOFG depote in 25X1
Bernau and Frankfurt/Cder. It is believed that a apecial e¢lothing depot

is assigned to each corps. These corps clothing depots, similar to. the

corps ration supply depots, are probebly located in Xoethen, Witistoek

and Dallgow-Doeberits.

12, 4irfield Construction Frojects in Best Germany
Detailed inforration on the status of construction work at airfields in

Bast Germany was previously rrepared. At mresent, 25X1
the following airfielde are available:

1 airfield with a runway 3,500 neterz long:

9 ailrfislde with rumways from 2,500 to 2,300 neters long;
18 airflelds with rumays from 2,000 to 2,400 meters longs
5 airfields with rumways from 1,100 %te 1,800 meters long;
2 airfields with runvays consisting of metal runvay mets;
12 grase-covered airfields without rumwmys. '

Cf these 47 alrflelds, the flelds at Schorfheids, Bremenhaln, Jocksdorf and
Tutow are £till under construction; it is bslieved they will be completed by
the summer of 1954,

The reported dinensions of Schorfheide airfield indicate that this sirfield
1s of exceptional inportance when compared with the other airflelds in East
Gernany . The runuay here will be 3,500 metera long and 40 em thick,
Freviously constructed runvays have had lengthe of up to 2,500 meters and
conerete surfaces between 15 and 30 en, averaging veostly between 20 and 25
er. Since such runways are sufficient for MiG-15s and T1=20s which were
rrevionsly ataticned in Bast Germany, It must be asssumed that Schorfheide
airfield is scheduled %o be occupied by heavier alrvcrafi types.

Cf the 47 airfields only 22 are presently cccupied by alr unite. Some of the
unoceupled airfielde in their rresent condition are not guitable for oceuration
by modern sireraft. The transfer of ground attack units te these snaller alr-
fields and a reinforeed occupetion of the larger airfields would yrovide

enough facilities for additional units from the USSR in ecase of emergency.

SECRET/CONTRCL - U,S. OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2009/05/07 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003700030002-6



Approved For Release 2009/05/07 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003700030002-6

SECRET/CCUTRCL - U5, OFFICIALS OWLY

25X1

- 14 -

13.  AA Protestion at Alrfislds

The number of A3 batteries sssigned to the airfields for protection purjoses
was apparently reduced in 1953.

While, in the fall of 1952, an aversge of 2

or 3 ligrht AA batteries were locabed at sirfields oceupied by fighbter and
ground sttack unite, al yresent, the number of AA units at an airfield
nrobably depends on the number of air units or OATHe at the airfisld

involved; e.g. if c¢ne

air unit is

stotioned at the field, only one light AA

battery with 6 guos is located there, while the rresence of 2 alr units
involves the presence of 2 light AA tatterles. According to avallatle
infornation, the following mmbers oi" kA guns are stationed at the individual

airfields:
Alrfield Unit Nurber of Date of Last
AA Guns Observatlion
Altenburg 1 Ftr Regt 6 x 37 mm Vareh 1953
Alt-Loennewitz 1 G4 Rept 6 % 37 mn October 1933
1 Trens Regt
Brand 1 Ftr Regt 6 % 37 vm July 1953
Reandenburg-Arado 1 CA Rept &6 x 37 vm Sept. 1953
Irandenburg-Briest 1 GA Regt 6 x 37 m Juna 1253
Prandis 1G4 TNegt 6 x ¥ m Sept 1983
frfurt/Eindersleben 1 Vo sguadron 4 3t 37 rm Decenberl353
Finow 2 Fir Regt 12 x 3 e Novenberl 953
Finsteruside 1 GA Ragt & x 37 mm October 1953
Grosserhain 2 Ftr Regt 12 x 37 mn July 1953
Jueterbog iltee Lager 2 n @ 12 % 37 mm Decwinberl®s3
Eoethen 1Ftyr ¥ 6 x 37 wm Novenberl353
Laers 2% 3 12 % 37 mm Janvary 1953
i ergeburg 1w J 6 x 37 m June 1953
Heubrantenoursg i w 7 % 37 mn April 1G53
Newruppin 1w " 6 x I wm Novenberids3
Fuetnits o 29 " 12 x 37 mm Aygust 1953
Shendal N 1 GA Regt & x 2o August 1953
t 1 Hea Regt
Helaow 1 Fir Hegt 12 % 37 mm Hovenberl953
Yerneuchen none 6 x 37 mm Ootober 1953
Aittenberg courier sguadron 4 x 37 tm Novemberl%53
For Sorpe
vithetook 1 Fr Regt 6 x 37 mn October 1953
corps Hg |
Zerbst 1 Flr Rept 6 x 37 nm Sept 1953

‘rior o the transfer of the lomber corps of the Twenty-Fourth Alr Army, at
the end of July 1953, the following 4A units had been stationed at the

sirfields occupied by

unite equipped with Ti-28s:

Alrfield Unity SMurber of pate of Cbservation
. - A4 Gung . S ——
Arand 72 Brw-fegt 8 » 76 rm CApeil 1953
12 ® 3V v
..... "ingberwalde 1 Bre-Hept 4 ® 76 3m April 1953
& x 37 mn
””"‘REY/!J(‘ ITROL - I8 .OFFICTALS ONLY
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Jueterbog Altes Lager 1 Ren Regt equipped 12 x 37 nm Arril 1953
: with I1-28s

Helzow 1 Bur Regt ? % 76 mn ¥arch 1953
7w 37 mm

. Yerneuchen 2 Pmr Rept & x 76 mn March 1953
12 x 37 mm

The present location of thess medium AA balteries has not been determined. It .

was not cbserved that these A4 batterles were transferred slong with the ground

units of the bomber regiments. The assignments of the A4 units have uot lLeen

clarified. The evaluation of motor vehicle numbers use X

airfields indicates that they belong %o the air force. 25X1
According to observatlons dating baek rather far, these A& unifs have probably

toen formed from the AA units which, prior to early March 1952, had been stationed

in FPerchim, Erandenburg and Zerbst and were directly subordinate to th FG.
It has repestedly been determined that the AL unite at airfields used of 25X1
their own vhich, | 25X1

Sore observations vere made indicatlng a closer connection befwesn AL unite and
CATBs. Thus, for instence, at the beginning of Jume 1953, a fighter repiment

transferred from Prandenturg-friest to Jueterbog Altes Laper along with a lighd
_Ah battery of 6 x 37~tm guns.

25X1
[ [the
number of 4A batteries stationsd al an alrfield eoincides with the nuwrber of

OATBs stationed there. It is sssumed that the AA units are assigned to ths
CATBs at least with regerd to billetlng ratiers and ration supply.

No definite infermation iz avallable on the prineirles underlying the tactical
employment of AA units. It iz believed that an AA tattalion commander ie
attached to a fighter divielon hesdquarters and an AA regimental cormander

to a corps headqaartersn The@a ﬁﬂA officers repweseﬂt the AL units cooperating
with the f1 1ite and sre resvons] ; o] d i of thes
units.

25X1

25X1
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14. Conelusion

The date contalned in the present repori-ddds up to the following picture
of the aircraft sitrength of the Twen‘by’élb‘mur‘bh Alr Aruys

Fighter units 460 to 500 MiG-158
Ground attack units 260 to 280 I1~10s

Transport unite 40 %o 45 Li-28
5 11-12

Total 760 to 520 aiveraft in operational use

Vs Of course, these fipures are subject to errors and are not based on
definite evidence. On the basis of yrevious observations nade relative to
the suthorized strengths of the cemponent units of the Twenty-Fourth ilr
irmy, it is believed that the total personnel strength of this army amounts
to about 25,500 officers and 1M, in addition do aboubt 4,200 officers and I
of the light A4 batteries assigned to ths airflelds.

In conclusion, it can be stated that the fighting rower of the Tweniy-¥ourth
air Army, perbicularly with regard to air defense missions, vas couslderably
inereased by the irprovement of the commsand crganiszetion snd by the progress
made in formation amd night flying. The ¥iG=15 still is the backbone of the

Soviet alr defense. . : .

. Ine ground attack units vhich
support ermy wnits ave still equipved with aireraft of an obsolescent Type
and are very inferior to modern {ighter sireraft. The bomber units were
possibly withdrawn from East Germany only temporsrily snd can be returned ai
short notice. It is probable that such pertinent measures have been prapared.
The I1-28s probably are inferior to Western fighter aireraft and could
rrobably only operate with sulficient ﬁghtex’ @3Cor%.

It is believed that air defense capabilities of the Twenty-Fourith Alr Army
are up-to-date.

25X1
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